Wilton Quarries
The Wilton Quarries, just North of Bolton, are the most important rock climbing site in Lancashire and the North West, with well over 400 climbs, representing over 12% of the routes within the Lancashire Area. Not only does Wilton contain a large proportion of the climbs in Lancashire, but these climbs span all the grades and represent the very finest of quarry climbs. 
Amongst the classic Wilton climbs that must be on the tick lists for any Lancastrian climber are Rappel Wall (V Diff); Fingernail (Sev); 999 (Hard Sev); Blackout (VS); Virgin’s Dilemma (Hard VS); Cameo (E1); Wipe Out (E2); and White Slabs Bunt (E3). These and many others are truly classic climbs that have provided sport and enjoyment for nearly fifty years – A recreational resource that is central to Lancashire climbing, and which has been the starting point for a lifetime on the crags for countless climbers from the surrounding mill towns.
Thus, climbers were very concerned when United Utilities decided to put all the Wilton Quarries up for sale by auction, which could have meant the loss of this valuable recreational amenity. The British Mountaineering Council has today purchased the largest of the Wilton Quarries, and has negotiated permanent access arrangements with Bolton Rifle and Pistol Club, who are purchasing the other quarries.
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In view of the above, I am now launching an appeal to local climbers to donate to a fund to contribute towards the purchase and upkeep of Wilton One. The aim of this fund will be to cover some of the costs associated with the purchase and future upkeep of the quarry, including legal costs, insurance and maintenance work. If there is any excess, this will used for Lancashire climbing.
At present, no money should be sent, but I would like to ask all climbers in the North West to support this fund raising venture, by pledging money to the Wilton Appeal. This can be done by getting back to me using this form, and returning it either by e-mail to les.ainsworth@synergy-ergs.com or by post to Les Ainsworth, Yewbarrow, Hampsfell Road, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria, LA11 6BE.
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Geoff Mann on Christine Arête, Wilton One. 

Photo Mike Blood
Thanks for your support: 

Les Ainsworth (BMC North West Area Access Rep), December 16th, 2008
DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY YET
WILTON ONE APPEAL
I would like to pledge £______ to the Wilton Fund, to be used for the purchase and upkeep of the Wilton Quarries by the BMC. I understand that if there are any excess funds, these will be used for Lancashire climbing.
Name: __________________________________


Contact details

Either

E-mail address: ___________________________   
or

Tel.: ______________________
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